PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172 2864110 Helpline 01722864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com

Sh. Rachhpal Singh S/o Sh. Malkit Singh,

House No. 1896/1,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,

Kachha Dosanj Road,

Moga. M : 9855695755 ..Appellant

Public Information Officer,
O/o District Revenue Officer,
Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority
O/o Addl. Deputy Commissioner (G),
Ludhiana. ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 1997/2020
Present:- Sh. Rachhpal Singh, appellant, on phone.
Sh. Ranjeet Singh, on behalf of the respondents on phone.
ORDER
The RTI application is dated 10.5.2019 vide which the appellant has sought
information as enumerated in his RTl application which is reproduced as under:-
" fE3T® $9T 1754 ITTI® HBAMS © &% Hdl JaH ©F IAEIX AeT ot fam &
fE3a®% ITE® HBAMZ Tad dfen fis I39 &:9: & 248 3fortes ufes fawr
BftmrsT AHS AHTEET 1966-67"

First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter called FAA) on
18.9.2019 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 30.7.2020 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued
to the parties for 22.9.2020.

2. During the hearing on 22.9.2020, respondent-Public Information Officer was directed
to supply the copy of intkal No. 1754 , Jamabandi 1966-67 of village Haraich , Tehsil Payal
free of cost before the next date of hearing and the case was adjourned to 22.10.2020.

3. The appellant states that no information has been provided so far. The
representative of the respondents states that the same is along with him and he handed
over the same to the appellant during the course of hearing. The representative of the
respondents has also sent a letter Endst. No. 6651/SK dated 22.10.2020 to the Commission
along with the copy of intkal no. 1754 dated 14.3.1962 through whatsapp, which is taken on
record. The operative part of the letter is reproduced below:-

“QuIFs fer © Aeu 9 fEsa® 399 1754 Tt 14/3/1962 & anft gast niftars Mae

nifts »y /it § 3% 3E a9 IRt Al I fen fEsas o i I9ms w JEt

faargs Quwdy &at J1”

After going through the letter, the appellant made the submissions that he is
satisfied with the information so supplied by the respondents.

4, After hearing both the parties and the submissions made by the appellant no more
action is left in this case. Therefore, the case is disposed of and closed.
sd/
Dated: 22.10.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Sandeep Kumar Maluja, M 9646546613,

R/o Street No. 2,Near Shani Dev Mandir,

Patel Nagar,Malout.

Distt. Sri Mukatsar Sahib. Appellant
Vs

Public Information Officer,
o/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer,
Abohar, Distt. Fazilka.

First Appellant Authority,
o/o District Development and Panchayat Officer,
Fazilka. Respondents

Appeal Case No. 2468 of 2020
(Video Conference Proceedings)
Present: Shri Sandeep Kumar,the appellant.(on phone)
Shri. Gurvinder Singh, Panchayat Officer, on behalf of the respondents.
Order

The RTI is dated 11.3.2020 vide which the appellant has sought two point
information from the respondent-Public Information Officer from 1.1.2018 to 8.3.2020
which is reproduced as follows:

1. B3 AN 296 IBaT IenE witts Ue fUst © feg aoee a' feaw oA (R @
IS | AZT , BT wife g8z © a1 )BuT far fam fils e faat faat fearm IHT
yIg 3T et J|

2. f&g fa 83 AN 9 9e® I1F feam 9wt feg & 337, grdr Feasa oot
WIT As IBEd HSIT® nife &7 T AHS ©F ydle o3t aret B8R © fast & @daniinrt
IGEI L A

First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter called FAA) on
8.7.2020 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 3.9.2020 under Section 19 of
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued
to the parties for 22.10.2020.

2. The appellant states that no information has been provided by the respondents so
far. The representative of the respondents states that a demand was raised to deposit Rs
25000/- (Twenty five thousands only) from the appellant to supply the information as it
relates to 70 villages of this block vide their letter no. 857 dated 19.3.2020. The appellant
had not deposited the same with the office. He also states that the information sought by
the appellant relates to 70 villages of this block and there are number of Public Information
Officers relates to these village. He also states that normally a one Public Information Officer
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has two three villages and it is very difficult to collect the information from each Public
Information Officer and after collecting the same from the remote locations then transmit it
to the appellant at this stage. The submissions have also been received from the
respondent-Public Information Officer in this regard, which is taken on record.

The representative of the respondents further states that the same issue has been
elaborated by the Supreme Court of India in the matter of Central Board of Secondary
Education &Anr. Vs. Aditya Bandopadhyay&Ors (Civil Appeal No.6454 of 2011) reported as
2011(3)RCT(Civil) as follows:-

“At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions about the RTI Act. The
RTI Act provides access to all information that is available and existing. This is clear
from a combined reading of section 3 and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right
to information’ under clauses (f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority
has any information in the form of data or analysed data, or abstracts, or statistics,
an applicant may access such information, subject to the exemptions in section 8 of
the Act. But where the information sought is not a part of the record of a public
authority, and where such information is not required to be maintained under any
law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act does not cast an
obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate such non available
information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public authority is also not
required to furnish information which require drawing of inferences and/or making
of assumptions. It is also not required to provide ‘advice’ or ‘opinion’ to an applicant,
nor required to obtain and furnish any ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The
reference to ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ in the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of
the Act, only refers to such material available in the records of the public authority.
Many public authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide advice, guidance
and opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should not be confused
with any obligation under the RTI Act.”

Hon’ble Apex Court further held that “The RTI Act should not be allowed to
be misused or abused, to become a tool to obstruct the national development and
integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquillity and harmony among its citizens-
Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest
officials striving to do their duty-National does not want a scenario where 75% of the
staff of public authorities spends 75% of their time in collection and furnishing
information to applicants instead of discharging their regular duties----Indiscriminate
and impractical demands or directions under RTI Act for disclosure of all the sundry
information (unrelated to transparency and accountability in the functioning of
public authorities and eradication of corruption) would be counter-productive as it
will adversely affect the efficiency of the administration and result in the executive
getting bogged down with the non-productive work of collecting and furnishing
information”.

Contd..P/3
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3. The appellant states that he has not received any information so far. He further
states that no such demand letter demanding Rs 25000/- to provide the information has
been received by him. He requested the Commission to direct the respondents to provide
the information.

4. After hearing both the parties, the Commission opines that it is very difficult to
collect the whole information sought by the appellant from the 70 villages when every two
three villages have its own Public Information Officer. Keeping in view the above cited
reasons and the prevalent judicial decisions the Commission opines that no action be taken
on the RTI application of the appellant and the case is disposed of and closed. However, the
appellant is advised that in case he wants to seek the information, he must apply to the
concerned Public Information Officer of the office.

sd/

Dated: 22.10.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh .Kulwant Singh s/o Sh. Pritam Singh 9878973610
VPO Pohir, Tehsil and District, Ludhiana.

----- Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,
o/o Director, Rural Development and Panchayat Punjab,
Distt. S.A.S. Nagar.
——————————————— Respondent

Complaint Case No. 242 of 2020
(Cisco Webex Proceedings)
Present:- Sh.Kulwant Singh, appellant.
Smt. Jasveer Kaur, Sr. Asstt on behalf of the respondents.
ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 21.9.2020.
2. The appellant states that he is satisfied with the information so supplied by the
respondents except the statements of Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and
Panchayats Officer and Sh. Sukhdarshan Singh, Sarpanch has to be supplied which are part
and parcel of the enquiry report supplied to him. On the other hand, the representative of
the respondents states that the complete papers of file had been already supplied but
again she has sent to the copy of statement given by Sh.Sukhdharshan Singh Sarpanch. With
regard to Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and Panchayats Officer she states that
no separate statement has been recorded by Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and
Panchayats Officer. She sent the copy of statement given by Sh. Sukhdarshan Singh,
Sarpanch which is taken on record and sent with the orders of the Commission to the
appellant
4, Accordingly, the directions are issued to the respondent-Public Information Officer
to give in writing that no statement has been recorded by Sh. Gurinderpal Singh, V.D.O.
within fifteen days from the issue of this order to the appellant with a copy to the
Commission for record. However, the liberty is granted to the appellant to approach the
Commission in case the same is not received within one from the issue of this order. With
these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.

Encl : a/a sd/

Dated: 22.10.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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S. Jasbir Singh 9888296107

Village Bolapur, Jhabewal,

PO Ram Garh.

Ludhiana. ....Appellant
Vs

Public Information Officer
o/o Sub Registrar (West)
Ludhiana.

First Appellate Authority
o/o Deputy Commissioner,
Mini Secretariat,
Ludhiana.

Public Information Officer

o/o the Deputy Commissioner,

Mini Secretariat,

Ludhiana. ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 1325 of 2020
(Cisco Webex proceedings)

Present:- Sh. Jasbir Singh, appellant.

Sh. Arun Bansal, Clerk on behalf of the respondents.
ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 17.9.2020 vide
which the information sought in the RTI application was denied by the respondents. The appellant

sought the following information in his RTl application.

1§t Hs 7t , IfAeSt a&9 ,Ag IfrAcag UaHt fies fas a3 fagas 718/ &
anft &3t <

2 Ht ve i, IfrcSt adx, AT IfAcag UgHt ¥ fegu A 2010 3 gz 3 fosht
faarfesT yuz Jehorm| 8 &t 3Adta ger andt fast A

3 {f Wa t, IfAedt &9, AY IfAcad UaHt & IfAed! a@dx & dug U fasT I
T &1 | A9 UTH o137 J 37 87 € IACager anit fast a2 |

4 7/ We 7 fex Ifredt amdx faaT AN ®arsTg sfamm Ifg AseT I, 89 3% Mmiee
o anft &3t A<

The plea was taken by the respondent-Public Information Officer in hearing dated 17.9.2020
that the information is in question form so the application of the appellant was rejected. But as per
the request of the appellant the plea taken by the respondents was not accepted and was directed
to reconsider the matter regarding the RTI application and file the specific reply/supply the
information before the next date of hearing. The case was adjourned to 22.10.2020.

2. The appellant states that he is satisifed with the information so supplied by the respondents
concerning Point No. 1,3 & 4 of the RTl application. The appellant further requests for the
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information concerning Point No. 2 of the RTI application. However, the representative of the
respondent states that he has supplied the information as per directions of the Commission in the
last hearing. The respondent has sent a letter no. 8824-25/AS dated 23-9-2020 endorsed to the
Commission vide which the information concerning Point No.1,3 & 4 has been supplied, which is
taken on the record. He further submits that the information sought as per Point No. 2 of the RTI
application has been denied under section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, 2005. He further referred to the
office memorandum dated 14.8.2013 issued by the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training and the relevant portion of the orders is as follows:-

“The performance of an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a matter between
the employee and the employer and normally those aspects are governed by the service
rules which fall under the expression ‘personal information’, the disclosure of which has no
relationship to any public activity or public interest. On the other hand, the disclosure of
which could cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of that individual.”

3. After hearing both the parties, going through the record of the case file and the judicial
orders, the plea taken by the respondents is accepted by the Commission concerning the Point No.2
of the RTI application in the instant case. Regarding the remaining Points i.e. 1,3 and 4, the
information has already supplied with which the appellant satisfied as per the verbal submissions
made by him. Therefore, no cause of action is left in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and
closed.
sd/
Dated: 22.10.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. RPS Malhotra (Ex- Major),
# 15-B, Upkar Nagar,

Factory Area,

Patiala.M : 9779444999

..Appellant
Vs
Public Information Officer,
O/o Chief Secretary, Accounts Branch-1,
Punjab Civil Secretariat,
Chandigarh.
First Appellate Authority
O/o Chief Secretary, Accounts Branch-1,
Punjab Civil Secretariat,
Chandigarh.
Public Information Officer Registered
o/o Punjab Vidhan Sabha,
Punjab Vidhan Sabha Secretariat,
Chandigarh. ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 2056/2020
(Cisco Webex proceedings)
Present:- Sh. RPS Malhotra, appellant,
Sh. Surinderpal, Joint Secretary-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of the
respondents.
ORDER
This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 18.9.2020.
2. The appellant has sought the following information:-

"Hae »i3 AEdT feus A8 HE, fAagst § ye ¢ uf 89 © ufge9x HEd' g, 839
feus A8 Heg of, €57 ¥ fog39 ufoex HEg de € &3, UAe AIQ9 © uds <9 d6
2019 HJTS € IauT wf UsHs fst aret, 879 fors f5us 298 U™ AIsT Hogmn
I AR | BIT B:, &H, 36UD, UGHS, oS |

2. fqur a9 feg ¥Rz & 49s <t oSt A= fx fox feus AT W9, fox ¥3dt, vy
Heg ge5 & Usrs faat I w3 fea 3 < o9 feus A He9 g5 3 fam 337 Usrs
3 3eug g T ger J1 7

3. Since, the appellant has sought the information as enumerated in para 2 above, the General
Administration (Secretariat Accounts -1 Branch) and Punjab Vidhan Sabha has provided in the
information whatever available in their office record.
4, During the hearing today the representative of the respondents sent a letter bearing No.
87/Public Information Officer/2019/14951 dated 14.10.20202 which is reproduced below:-
“.....the appellant had sought information vide letter dated 26.10.2019, received by transfer
on 26.11.2019 through Parliamentary Affairs Branch, Punjab Govt. Chandigarh.

In this regard it is submitted that the requisite information has already been
supplied to the appellant vide letter No. 87/Public Information Officer/2019/17039 dated
24.12.2019. The appellant also preferred 1* appeal before the First Appellate Authority
which was decided on 17.2.2020 and the application of the appellant was transferred to
Public Information Officer, o/o Accountant General (A&E), Punjab and U.T., Chandigarh for
providing information with regard to exact amount of the pension of Ex-MLAs and family
pension for the month of June, 2019 as directed by First Appellate Authority in her decision
dated 17.2.2020, which he has also received.
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It is further submitted that the complete information has already been
supplied/received by the appellant. He had again asked information vide his application
dated 17.8.2020 addressed to the Secretary-cum-First Appellate Authority, PVS, as per Sr.
No. 4 of his application (only copy enclosed for ready reference). In this regard it is
submitted that the requisite information has already been supplied to him with detail of
salary and allowances permissible to every sitting MLA (copy enclosed). So far as pension is
concerned, no pension is admissible to a sitting MLA.

The appellant was duly informed vide (Regd.) letter No. 87/Public Information
Officer/2019/13293 dated 14" September, 2020 (copy enclosed for ready reference).

Hence, it is clear from the above position that all the required information has
already been provided to the appellant and the present appeal may kindly be dismissed in
the interest of justice.”

5. The appellant states that he is satisfied with the information so supplied by the respondents
except for the attestation of the information so provided by the District Treasury Officer, Punjab
Treasury, Chandigarh to the Accountant General (A&E), Punjab, Chandigarh.
6. According to the request of the appellant, the copy of letter bearing No. 3348 dated
31.3.2020 sent to the District Treasury Officer, Punjab Treasury, Chandigarh on her whatsapp
number 94638 87876 and she after going through the same states that the information supplied
cannot be attested as the same has already been attested by the bank and a copy of the same had
already been sent to the Accountant General (A&E) Punjab vide letter No. 4213 dated 15.9.2020
along with the attested copy of the information as requested by the appellant. She also states that
the Treasury office can attest the documents of its office only and shows her inability to attest the
copy of documents so supplied by the bank. After the hearing is over, a copy of the letter dated
15.9.2020 along with annexure(s) is sent to the Commission by the District Treasury Officer, Punjab,
Chandigarh through whatsapp from mobile number 94638 87876, which is taken on record.
7. After deliberations and going through the record it is opined that the copy of the said three
documents issued by the bank duly attested concerning the pension/family pension to the Ex-MLAs
along with the letter bearing No. 4213 dated 15.9.2020 is sent with this order as has been requested
by the appellant. The Commission further observes that the complete information whatever
available on the official record of the respondents have been supplied to the appellant from which it
appears that no more cause of action is left in this case. Therefore, the case is disposed of and
closed.
sd/
Dated: 22.10.2020 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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ot Ullice of the Accountant General (A&E),

Punjab & uT, Chandigarh - 160 017
Phone 01722702174, 2702906
Fax 0172-2702286

No :Sr, DAG(A)/RTI Ac (-2005/2020—2]/),? I
Date : (g 09. 2a20

(g 0 The.District Treasury Officer
V4 ,«LO Punjab Treasury, Chandigarh,

! Subject: Information under RTT Act,

AN

Y

1 B ¢ e |
Mb‘ . This is in reference to your office letter no. 3348 dated 31.03.2020 on the f
a.oubject cited above. [he information/documents as supplied by your office were ;

a\xfepwarded to RT] applicant Sh. R.P.S. Malhotra vide this office letter No. Sr.DAG(A)/RTI
Act 2005/2020-21/203-05 dated 11.08.2020 (copy enclosed). Now, Sh. R.P.S. Malhotra
has submitted a letter dated 17.08.2020 (received in this office on 25.08.2020) which is
being endorsed (in original) under section 6(3) of RTI Act, 2005. You are requested to
provide the needful information directly to the RTI applicant. In case, the information to
be supplied does not pertain to your office, the application, alongwith all relevant

«tnrlosures, may be forward to the concerened office, -
|
- f,
~ o I
"\ ﬁ\\i. q-® {
(Bhanumathi Nathan) 3

Central Public Information Officer
agaepunjab@cag.gov.in
Encl: As Above ’ Www.agpunjab.gov.in

Copy forwarded to Sh. R. P. S. Maihotra, 15-B, Upkar Nagar, Factory
Arca, Patiala (Pb.). The information sought by you does not pertain to this office. For any
furher qury/information, you are requested to write directly to DTO, Punjab,
(;t;undigarh. -

—Cp~
(Bhanumathi Nathan)
Central Public Information Officer
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134876/PB MRS. RUPINDERJIT KA 32879 0 0| 32879
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