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Sh. Rachhpal Singh S/o Sh. Malkit Singh,  
House No. 1896/1,  
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,  
Kachha Dosanj Road,  
Moga.  M : 9855695755         ..Appellant 
 
Public Information Officer,  
O/o District Revenue Officer, 
Ludhiana. 
 
First Appellate Authority  
O/o Addl. Deputy Commissioner (G), 
Ludhiana.         ....Respondents 

Appeal Case No. 1997/2020 
Present:- Sh. Rachhpal Singh, appellant, on phone. 
  Sh. Ranjeet Singh, on behalf of the respondents on phone. 

ORDER 
 The RTI application is dated 10.5.2019 vide which the appellant has sought 
information as enumerated in his RTI application which is reproduced as under:- 

" fJzsekb Bzpo 1754 spdhb wbehns d/ Bkb bZr/ j[ew dh s;dhe ;[dk ekgh fi; Bkb 
fJzsekb spdhb wbehns doi j'fJnk fgzv jV?u jZLpL Bz 248 sfj;hb gkfJb fibk 
b[fXnkDk ;kwb iwKpzdh 1966^67" 

 First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter called FAA) on 
18.9.2019 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 30.7.2020 under Section 19 of 
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued 
to the parties for 22.9.2020.  
2.  During the hearing on 22.9.2020, respondent-Public Information Officer was directed 
to supply the copy of intkal No. 1754 , Jamabandi 1966-67 of village Haraich , Tehsil Payal 
free of cost before the next date of hearing and the case was adjourned to 22.10.2020. 
3. The appellant states that no information has been provided so far. The 
representative of the respondents states that the same is along with him and he handed 
over the same to the appellant during the course of hearing. The representative of the 
respondents has also sent a letter Endst. No. 6651/SK dated 22.10.2020 to the Commission 
along with the copy of intkal no. 1754 dated 14.3.1962 through whatsapp, which is taken on 
record. The operative part of the letter is reproduced below:- 

“T[go'es ft;a/ d/ ;pzX ftzu fJzsekb Bzpo 1754 fwsh 14$3$1962 dh ekgh ;{uBK nfXeko n?eN 
nXhB nkg ih B{z Bkb BZEh eoe/ G/ih iKdh j/. fJ; fJzsekb Bkb ;akfwb ekriks dk e'Jh 
foekov T[gbpZX BjhA j?.”  

After going through the letter, the appellant made the submissions that he is 
satisfied with the information so supplied by the respondents. 
 
4. After hearing both the parties and the submissions made by the appellant no more 
action is left in this case. Therefore, the case is disposed of and closed.  
        sd/ 
Dated: 22.10.2020     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Sh. Sandeep Kumar Maluja, M 9646546613, 
R/o Street No. 2,Near Shani Dev Mandir, 
Patel Nagar,Malout. 
Distt. Sri Mukatsar Sahib.      Appellant 
     Vs 
 
Public Information Officer, 
o/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer, 
Abohar, Distt. Fazilka. 
 
First Appellant Authority, 
o/o District Development and Panchayat Officer, 
Fazilka.         Respondents 
 

Appeal Case No. 2468 of 2020 
(Video Conference Proceedings) 

Present: Shri Sandeep Kumar,the appellant.(on phone) 
  Shri. Gurvinder Singh, Panchayat Officer, on behalf of the respondents. 
Order 

 The RTI is dated 11.3.2020 vide which the appellant has sought  two point  
information from the respondent-Public Information Officer from 1.1.2018 to 8.3.2020  
which is reproduced as follows: 

@1H  T[es ;w/A d'okB jbek pb{ZnkDk nXhB g?d/A fgzvK d/ ftu eotkJ/ rJ/ ftek; ekoi (fit/A fe 
rbhnK , ;Vek , BkbhnK nkfd pDkT[D d/ ezw )T[go fe; fe; fgzv ftZu fezBh fezBh ftek; okPh 
you ehsh rJh j?. 

2H  fJj fe T[es ;w/A d'okB eotkJ/ rJ/ ftek; ekoIK ftu I' o/sk , pioh ,fJzNob'e NkJhbK, 
xZro ;/B pbfvzr wNhohnb nkfd dk I' ;wkB dh yohd ehsh rJh T[; d/ fpbK dh c'N'ekghnK 
fdZshnK ikD.@ 

First appeal was filed with the First Appellate Authority (hereinafter called FAA) on  
8.7.2020 and second appeal was filed in the Commission on 3.9.2020 under Section 19 of 
the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued 
to the parties for 22.10.2020. 

2. The appellant states that no information has been provided by the respondents so 
far.  The representative of the respondents states that a demand was raised to deposit Rs 
25000/-  (Twenty five thousands only) from the appellant to supply the information as it 
relates to 70 villages of this block vide their letter no. 857 dated 19.3.2020. The appellant 
had not  deposited the same with the office. He also states that the information sought by 
the appellant relates to 70 villages of this block and there are number of Public Information 
Officers relates to these village. He also states that normally a one Public Information Officer 

Contd..P/2 
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has two three villages and it is very difficult to collect the information from each Public 
Information Officer and after collecting the same from the remote locations then transmit  it 
to the appellant at this stage. The submissions have also been received from the 
respondent-Public Information Officer in this regard, which is taken on record.  

The representative of the respondents further states that the same issue has been 
elaborated by the Supreme Court of India in the matter of Central Board of Secondary 
Education &Anr. Vs. Aditya Bandopadhyay&Ors (Civil Appeal No.6454 of 2011) reported as 
2011(3)RCT(Civil) as follows:- 

“At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions about the RTI Act. The 
RTI Act provides access to all information that is available and existing. This is clear 
from a combined reading of section 3 and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right 
to information’ under clauses (f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority 
has any information in the form of data or analysed data, or abstracts, or statistics, 
an applicant may access such information, subject to the exemptions in section 8 of 
the Act. But where the information sought is not a part of the record of a public 
authority, and where such information is not required to be maintained under any 
law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act does not cast an 
obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate such non available 
information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public authority is also not 
required to furnish information which require drawing of inferences and/or making 
of assumptions. It is also not required to provide ‘advice’ or ‘opinion’ to an applicant, 
nor required to obtain and furnish any ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The 
reference to ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ in the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of 
the Act, only refers to such material available in the records of the public authority. 
Many public authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide advice, guidance 
and opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should not be confused 
with any obligation under the RTI Act.”  

Hon’ble Apex Court further held that  “The RTI Act should not be allowed to 
be misused or abused, to become a tool to obstruct the national development and 
integration, or to destroy the peace, tranquillity and harmony among its citizens-  
Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest 
officials striving to do their duty-National does not want a scenario where 75% of the 
staff of public authorities spends 75% of their time in collection and furnishing 
information to applicants instead of discharging their regular duties----Indiscriminate 
and impractical demands or directions under RTI Act for disclosure of all the sundry 
information (unrelated to transparency and accountability in the functioning of 
public authorities and eradication of corruption) would be counter-productive as it 
will adversely affect the efficiency of the administration and result in the executive 
getting bogged down with the non-productive work of collecting and furnishing 
information”. 

Contd..P/3 
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3. The appellant states that he has not received any information so far. He further 

states that no such demand letter demanding Rs 25000/-  to provide the information has 

been received by him. He requested the Commission to direct the respondents to provide 

the information. 

4. After hearing both the parties, the Commission opines that it is very difficult to 
collect the whole information sought by the appellant from the 70 villages when every two 
three villages have its own Public Information Officer. Keeping in view the above cited 
reasons and the prevalent judicial decisions the Commission opines that no action be taken 
on the RTI application of the appellant and the case is disposed of and closed. However, the 
appellant is advised that in case he wants to seek the information, he must apply to the 
concerned Public Information Officer of the office. 

        sd/ 

Dated: 22.10.2020     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Sh .Kulwant Singh s/o Sh. Pritam Singh 9878973610 
VPO Pohir, Tehsil and District, Ludhiana. 
         -----Complainant 
     Vs 
Public Information Officer, 
o/o Director, Rural Development and Panchayat Punjab, 
Distt. S.A.S. Nagar. 
        ---------------Respondent 
 
    Complaint Case No. 242 of 2020 

(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 
Present:- Sh.Kulwant Singh, appellant. 
  Smt. Jasveer Kaur, Sr. Asstt on behalf of the respondents. 
ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 21.9.2020. 
2. The appellant states that he is satisfied with the information so supplied by the 
respondents except the statements of Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and 
Panchayats Officer and Sh. Sukhdarshan Singh, Sarpanch has to be supplied which are part 
and parcel of the enquiry report supplied to him. On the other hand, the representative of 
the respondents  states that the complete papers of file had been  already supplied but 
again she has sent to the copy of statement given by Sh.Sukhdharshan Singh Sarpanch. With 
regard to Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and Panchayats Officer she states that 
no separate statement has been recorded by Sh. Barinderpal Singh, Block Development and 
Panchayats Officer. She sent the copy of statement given by Sh. Sukhdarshan Singh, 
Sarpanch which is taken on record and sent with the orders of the Commission to the 
appellant 
4. Accordingly, the directions are issued to the respondent-Public Information Officer 
to give in writing that no statement has been recorded by Sh. Gurinderpal Singh, V.D.O. 
within fifteen days from the issue of this order to the appellant with a copy to the 
Commission for record. However, the liberty is granted to the appellant to approach the 
Commission in case the same is not received within one from the issue of this order. With 
these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.  

 Encl : a/a       sd/ 

Dated: 22.10.2020     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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S. Jasbir Singh 9888296107 
Village Bolapur, Jhabewal, 
PO Ram Garh. 
Ludhiana.         ....Appellant  

Vs 
Public Information Officer  
o/o Sub Registrar (West) 
Ludhiana. 
 
First Appellate Authority 
o/o Deputy Commissioner, 
Mini Secretariat, 
Ludhiana. 
 
Public Information Officer  
o/o the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mini Secretariat, 
Ludhiana.         ....Respondents 

Appeal Case No. 1325 of 2020 

(Cisco Webex proceedings) 
Present:- Sh. Jasbir Singh, appellant. 
  Sh. Arun Bansal, Clerk on behalf of the respondents. 
ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 17.9.2020 vide 

which the information sought in the RTI application was denied by the respondents. The appellant 

sought the following information in his RTI application. 

1 Pqh wkB ih , ofi;Noh eboe ,;p ofi;Noko gZSwh fgZSb/ fezB/ ;w/ s' fB:[es j?.T[; dh 
ekgh fdZsh ikt//. 

2  Pqh wkB ih, ofi;Noh eboe, ;p ofi;Noko gZSwh  d/ fto[X ;kb 2010 s' j[D sZe fezBhnK 
fPekfJsk gqkgs j'Jhnk. T[; dh s;dhe ;[dk ekgh fdZsh ikt/. 

3 Pqh wkB ih, ofi;Noh eboe, ;p ofi;Noko gZSwh B/ ofi;Noh eboe dk g/go gk; fesk j? 
ik BjhA. i/eo gk; ehsk j? sK T[; dh s;dhe;[dk ekgh fdZsh ikt// . 

4 Pqh wkB ih fJe ofi;Noh eboe fezBk ;wK brksko bfrnk ofj ;edk j? , T[j o[bK $n?eN 
dh ekgh fdZsh ikt/. 

The plea was taken by the respondent-Public Information Officer in hearing dated  17.9.2020  

that the information is in question form so the application of the appellant was rejected. But as per 

the request of the appellant the plea taken by the respondents was not accepted and was directed 

to reconsider the matter regarding the RTI application and file the specific reply/supply the 

information before the next date of hearing. The case was adjourned to 22.10.2020. 

2.  The appellant states that he is satisifed with the information so supplied by the respondents 

concerning Point No. 1,3 & 4 of the RTI application.  The appellant further requests for the  

Contd..P/2 
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information concerning Point No. 2 of the RTI application. However, the representative of the 

respondent states that he has supplied the information as per directions of the Commission in the 

last hearing. The respondent has sent a letter no. 8824-25/AS dated 23-9-2020 endorsed to the 

Commission vide which the information concerning Point No.1,3 & 4 has been supplied, which is 

taken on the record. He further submits that the information sought as per Point No. 2 of the RTI 

application has been denied under section  8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, 2005. He further referred to the 

office memorandum dated 14.8.2013 issued by the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & 

Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training  and the relevant portion of the orders is as follows:-  

“The performance of an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a matter between 
the employee and the employer and normally those aspects are governed by the service 
rules which fall under the expression ‘personal information’, the disclosure of which has no 
relationship to any public activity or public interest. On the other hand, the disclosure of 
which could cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of that individual.” 
 

3.  After hearing  both the parties, going through the record of the case file and the judicial 
orders, the plea taken by the respondents is accepted by the Commission concerning the Point No.2 
of the RTI application in the instant case. Regarding the remaining Points i.e. 1,3 and 4, the 
information has already supplied with which the appellant satisfied as per the verbal submissions 
made by him. Therefore, no cause of action is left in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and 
closed.  

        sd/ 
Dated: 22.10.2020     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
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Sh. RPS Malhotra (Ex- Major), 
# 15-B, Upkar Nagar,  
Factory Area,  
Patiala.M : 9779444999 

..Appellant 
Vs 

Public Information Officer,  
O/o Chief Secretary, Accounts Branch-1,  
Punjab Civil Secretariat,  
Chandigarh. 
 
First Appellate Authority  
O/o  Chief Secretary, Accounts Branch-1,  
Punjab Civil Secretariat, 
Chandigarh. 
 
Public Information Officer   Registered 
o/o Punjab Vidhan Sabha, 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha Secretariat, 
Chandigarh.        ....Respondents 

Appeal Case No. 2056/2020 
(Cisco Webex proceedings)  

Present:- Sh. RPS Malhotra, appellant, 
Sh. Surinderpal, Joint Secretary-cum-Public Information Officer on behalf of the 
respondents. 

ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 18.9.2020. 
2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 

@w"i{dk ns/ ;kpek ftXkB ;Gk w?ApoK, fijBK B{z y[d B{z :K T[jBK d/ gfotkoe w?ApoK B{z, ps"o 
ftXkB ;G w?Apo :K, T[BK d/ fBoGo gfotkoe w?Apo j'D d/ Bks/, gzikp ;oeko d/ yikB/ ftZu' i{B 
2019 wjhB/ dh sBykj :K g?B;aB fdZsh rJh, pko/ fBwB fbys N/pb w[skpe ;{uBK w[jJhnk 
eotkJh ikt/. bVh BzL, Bkw, sBykj, g?B;aB, e[Zb. 

2H feqgk eoe/ fJj dZ;D dh y/ub th ehsh ikt/ fe fJe ftXkB ;Gk w?Apo, fJe wzsoh, w[Zy 
wzsoh, nkfd dhnK tZy tZy sByktK fezBhnK jB, eh GZs/ fdZs/ iKd/ jB, fJe tko ftXkB ;Gk 
w?Apo pDB dh g?B;aB fezBh j? ns/ fJe s'A tZX tko ftXkB ;Gk w?Apo pDB s/ fe; soQK g?B;aB 
ns/ sBykj ftZu tkXk j[zdk j?. @ 

3.  Since, the appellant has sought the information as enumerated in para 2 above, the General 
Administration (Secretariat Accounts -1 Branch) and Punjab Vidhan Sabha has provided in the 
information whatever available in their office record.  
4. During the hearing today the representative of the respondents  sent a letter bearing No. 
87/Public Information Officer/2019/14951 dated 14.10.20202 which is reproduced below:- 

“…..the appellant had sought information vide letter dated 26.10.2019, received by transfer 
on 26.11.2019 through Parliamentary Affairs Branch, Punjab Govt. Chandigarh. 

In this regard it is submitted that the requisite information has already been 
supplied to the appellant vide letter No. 87/Public Information Officer/2019/17039 dated 
24.12.2019. The appellant also preferred 1st appeal before the First Appellate Authority 
which was decided on 17.2.2020 and the application of the appellant was transferred to 
Public Information Officer, o/o Accountant General (A&E), Punjab and U.T., Chandigarh for 
providing information with regard to exact amount of the pension of Ex-MLAs and family 
pension for the month of June, 2019 as directed by First Appellate Authority in her decision 
dated 17.2.2020, which he has also received. 
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It is further submitted that the complete information has already been 
supplied/received by the appellant. He had again asked information vide his application 
dated 17.8.2020 addressed to the Secretary-cum-First Appellate Authority, PVS, as per Sr. 
No. 4 of his application (only copy enclosed for ready reference). In this regard it is 
submitted that the requisite information has already been supplied to him with detail of 
salary and allowances permissible to every sitting MLA (copy enclosed). So far as pension is 
concerned, no pension is admissible to a sitting MLA. 

The appellant was duly informed vide (Regd.) letter No. 87/Public Information 
Officer/2019/13293 dated 14th September, 2020 (copy enclosed for ready reference). 

Hence, it is clear from the above position that all the required information has 
already been provided to the appellant and the present appeal may kindly be dismissed in 
the interest of justice.” 

5.  The appellant states that he is satisfied with the information so supplied by the respondents 
except for the attestation of the information so provided by the District Treasury Officer, Punjab 
Treasury, Chandigarh to the Accountant General (A&E), Punjab, Chandigarh.  
6. According to the request of the appellant, the copy of letter bearing No. 3348 dated 
31.3.2020 sent to the District Treasury Officer, Punjab Treasury, Chandigarh on her whatsapp 
number 94638 87876 and she after going through the same states that the information supplied 
cannot be attested as the same has already been attested by the bank and a copy of the same had 
already been sent to the Accountant General (A&E) Punjab vide letter No. 4213 dated 15.9.2020 
along with the attested copy of the information as requested by the appellant. She also states that 
the Treasury office can attest the documents of its office only and shows her inability to attest the 
copy of documents so supplied by the bank. After the hearing is over, a copy of the letter dated 
15.9.2020 along with annexure(s) is sent to the Commission by the District Treasury Officer, Punjab, 
Chandigarh through whatsapp from mobile number 94638 87876, which is taken on record. 
7. After deliberations and going through the record it is opined that the copy of the said three 
documents issued by the bank duly attested concerning the pension/family pension to the Ex-MLAs 
along with the letter bearing No. 4213 dated 15.9.2020 is sent with this order as has been requested 
by the appellant. The Commission further observes that the complete information whatever 
available on the official record of the respondents have been supplied to the appellant from which it 
appears that no more cause of action is left in this case. Therefore, the case is disposed of and 
closed. 
        sd/ 
Dated: 22.10.2020     (Suresh Arora) 
              Chief Information Commissioner, 
            Punjab. 
 
 

 

 














